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SENATOR PEPPER PROPOSES 


‘ENATOR PEPPER on April 7 intro- 
7 duced a resolution advising President 
Coolidge that “in the judgment of the 
Senate the time has come when a world 
conference similar to the conferences 
hitherto held at The Hague may with ad- 
vantage be assembled for consideration 
of the questions affecting the peace of 
the world.” It is further suggested that 
the agenda include the following: 


(a) A consideration of the reduction of 
land and aerial armaments and of the 
further reduction of naval armaments. 

(b) A consideration of the ways in which 
international law may be made at once more 
certain and more responsive to present and 
future needs; and 


(c) A consideration of plans for a world 
court, either through a further development 

of the present Permanent Court of Arbitra- 

tion at The Hague or through the disassocia- 

tion of the present Permanent Court of In- 
ternational Justice at The Hague from the 

League of Nations. 

No one will quarrel with the general 
purpose of this resolution—to further the 
peace of the world. But with the methods 
suggested there will inevitably be very 
grave differences of opinion. The Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania plainly ignores all 
progress towards international coopera- 
tion between 1907 and 1922. It is as if 
the war, the United States’ association 
with the Allies, and the creation and ac- 
tive operation of the League of Nations 
for more than four years are to be 
counted as nothing. 

It is denied that this proposal has the 
Administration’s sanction. Unless it 
does, there is little likelihood that it will 
be seriously considered in the Senate. 
Even if it were passed there is small 
probability that President Coolidge 
would act upon it unless he received as- 
surance of a favorable response from the 
rest of the world. Such a response is 
altogether improbable. Senator Pepper’s 


proposal to separate the Permanent 
Court of International Justice from the 
League of Nations is wholly unacceptable 
to most of the members of the League. It 
would, in their judgment, serve no useful 
purpose. Moreover, they can see no rea- 
son why they should become involved in 
American partisan politics by support- 
ing the Pepper proposal. 


Developments in France and Germany 


HOUGH speculations about the con- 

tents of the Dawes Report have 
overshadowed all other foreign news of 
the last week, there have been some im- 
portant developments in France and Ger- 
many. 

Poincaré’s new ministry received a 
substantial vote of confidence on April 3 
by a majority of 257. He is now said to 
be forming a new party of Republican 
Union and National Concord to replace 
tne rather worn war-time Bioce Nationaie. 
He hopes to unite all those who support 
his Ruhr policy and who favor a sympa- 
thetic consideration of the experts’ rec- 
ommendations. Incidentally, the new 
party, avowedly Republican, would be 
freed from the odium of alleged leanings 
towards monarchy. The Clemencists, 
like Andre Tardieu, are to be excluded. 

In Germany, the results of the Ba- 
varian elections have been received with 
mixed feelings. Distinct gains were 
made by the Communists and by the ex- 
treme reactionaries. German Republi- 
cans, however, are encouraged by two 
facts: first, the Social Democratic Party 
and the Bavarian Peoples Party, both op- 
posed to monarchism, more nearly held 
their own than was feared; second, the 
extremists’ constitutional amendments, 
looking towards the reestablishment of 
monarchy in Bavaria and possible seces- 
sion from the Reich, were overwhelm- 
ingly defeated. 
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On two questions of major importance, 
Berlin and Paris have made little or no 
progress towards an _ understanding. 
Poincaré insists that the Micum agree- 
ment between Ruhr industrialists and the 
French authorities, which automatically 
ends on April 15, be renewed at least 
until the provisions of the Dawes Report 
have become effective. The German in- 
dustrialists reply that it will be impossi- 
ble for them to continue to make deliver- 
ies in kind without compensation and the 
German Government adds that it can not 
take over the burden of paying for these 
deliveries. ' 

In reference to investigations and con- 
trol of German armaments slight pro- 
gress has been made. On March 30, 
Poincaré let it be known that Germany, 
as the price of being permitted to enter 
the League of Nations at the September 
meeting of the Assembly, must: 

(1) Accept the Dawes Report; (2) Per- 
mit the Allies to investigate her military 
status; (3) Facilitate periodical investiga- 
tions by the Council of the League. 
Accepting in principle League super- 

vision, Berlin unwisely rejected allied 
examination of her military forces, a pro- 
posal which Ramsay MacDonald has 
urged as strongly as Poincaré. 


Labor’s Stormy Week 
AMSAY MACDONALD suffered his 
first serious defeat in the House, 
April 7, by a vote of 221 to 212 on the 
highly contentious Evictions Bill—a 
measure intended to protect the workers 
in their homes during unemployment. 
The Government, however, refused to 
resign, asserting that it did not consider 

this a vote of ‘‘no confidence.” 

A significant indication of the strength 
of the Labor Party is the adherence to it 
last week of Oswald Mosley, M. P., an 
independent member of the House and 
son-in-law of Lord Curzon. The new re- 
cruit declares that MacDonald “stands 
forth as the leader of the forces of pro- 
gress in their assault upon the powers of 
reaction.” 

The common sense of the Labor Gov- 
ernment was illustrated a few days ago 
by their withdrawal fromthe embarrass- 
ing position taken by Lord Curzon which 
resulted in the closing of the American 
Consulate at Newcastle-on-Tyne nearly 
two years ago. 

Britain alone among the large Euro- 
pean states continues to pay as she goes. 
The fiscal year ending March 31 showed 
a net surplus of revenues over expendi- 
tures of above $215,000,000. 

J. G. M. 

The designation by the Council of the League 
of Nations of Jeremiah Smith, Jr., of Boston, to 
act as High Commissioner for Hungary, adds 


one more to the long list of Americans associ- 
ated with the League of Nations. 
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Latin American Treaty Ratified 
ITH singular expedition and unani- 
mity and, more amazing still, with- 
out reservations, the Senate ratified March 
18 the “Treaty to Avoid or Prevent Con- 
fiicts Between the American States.” This 
convention was signed during the recent 
Pan-American Conference at Santiago by 
representatives of the following states: 
Venezuela, Panama, United States of Am- 
erica, Uruguay, Ecuador, Chile, Guate- 
mala, Nicaragua, United States of Brazil, 
Colombia, Cuba, Paraguay, Dominican Re- 
public, Honduras, Argentina, and Haiti. 
Its major provisions are: 

All controversies which for any cause 
whatsoever may arise between two or more 
of the high contracting parties and which it 
has been impossible to settle through diplo- 
matic channels, or to submit to arbitration 
in accordance with existing treaties, shall be 
submitted for investigation and report to a 


commission to be established in the manner 
provided for in Article IV... . 


The findings of the commission are not 
to “have the value or force of judicial 
decisions or arbitral awards.’ However, 
the parties to the dispute, in the event of 
the award not being accepted, agree to 
continue friendly negotiations for at least 
six months. This is, therefore, not an un- 
limited genera] treaty of arbitration, but 
merely a provision for non-binding com- 
missions of inquiry. 
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